




















the amount of tax due; plus interest at the rate of one percent of such tax for each month of delay 
excepting the first month after such return was required to be filed or such tax became due; but the 
County Treasurer, if satisfied that the delay was excusable, may waive all or any part of such penalty, 
but not interest at the rate of six percent per year. Such penalties and interest shall be paid and 
disposed of in the same manner as other revenues from this Local Law. Unpaid penalties and interest 
may be enforced in the same manner as the tax imposed by this Local Law. 

(b) Any operator or occupant and any officer of a corporate operator or occupant failing 
to file a return required by this Local Law, or filing or causing to be filed, or making or causing to be 
made or giving or causing to be given any return, certificate, affidavit, representation, information 
testimony or statement required or authorized by this Local Law, which is willfully false, and any 
operator and. any officer of a corporate operator willfully failing to file a bond required to be filed 
pursuant to section eleven of this Local Law, or failing to file a registration certificate and such data 
in connection therewith as the County Treasurer may be regulation or otherwise require or to display 
or surrender the certificate of authority as required by this Local Law or assigning or transferring 
such certificate or authority and any operator and any officer of a corporate operator willfully failing 
to charge separately from the rent the tax herein imposed, or willfully failing to state such tax 
separately on any evidence of occupancy and on any bill of statement or receipt of rent issued or 
employed by the operator, or willfully failing or refusing to collect such tax from the occupant, and 
any operator 
and any officer of a corporate operator who shall refer or cause reference to be made to this tax in a 
form or manner other than that required by this Local Law, and any operator failing to keep the 
records required by section eight of this Local Law, shall, in addition to the penalties herein or 
elsewhere prescribed, be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishment for which shall be a fine of not more 
than one thousand dollars, or imprisonment for not more than one year, or both such fine and 
imprisonment. Officers of a corporate operator shall be personally liable for the tax collected or 
required to be collected by such corporation under this Local Law, and·subject to the penalties herein 
above imposed. 

( c) .The certificate of the County Treasurer to the effect that a tax has not been paid, that 
a return, bond or registration certificate has not been filed, or that information has not been supplied 
pursuant to the provisions of this Local Law, shall be presumptive evidence thereof. 

Section 21. Returns to be Secret. 

(a) Except in accordance with proper judicial order, or as otherwise provided by law, it 
shall be unlawful for the County Treasurer or any officer or employee of the office of County 
Treasurer to divulge or make known in any manner the rents or either information relating to the 
business of a taxpayer contained in any return required under this Local Law. The officer charged 
with the custody of such returns shall not be required to produce any of them or evidence of anything 
contained in them in any action or proceeding in any court, except on behalf of the County Treasurer 
in an action or proceeding under the provisions of this Local Law, or on behalf of any party to any 
action or proceeding under the provisions of this Local Law when the returns or facts shown thereby 
are directly involved in such action or proceeding, in either of which events the court may require the 
production of, and may admit in evidence, so much of said returns or of the facts shown thereby, as 
are pertinent to the action or proceeding and no more. Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit 
the delivery to a taxpayer or his duly authorized representative of a certified copy of any return filed 
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in connection with his tax nor to prohibit the publication of statistics so classified as to prevent the 
identification of particular returns and the items thereof, or the inspection by the Niagara County 
Attorney or other legal representatives of the County or by the District Attorney of Niagara County, 
of the return of any taxpayer who shall bring action to set 
aside or review the tax based thereon, or against whom an action or proceeding has been instituted 
for the collection of a tax or penalty. Returns shall be preserved for three years and thereafter until 
the County Treasurer permits them to be destroyed. 

(b) Any violation of subdivision (a) of this section shall be punishable by a fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both, in the 
discretion of the court, and if the offender be an officer or employee of the County he shall be 
dismissed from office and be incapable of holding any public office for a period of five years 
thereafter. 

Section 22. Notices and Limitations of Time. 

(a) Any notice authorized or required under the provisions of this local law may be given 
by mailing the same to the person for whom it is intended in a postpaid envelope addressed to such 
person at the address given in the last return filed by him pursuant to the provisions of this Local 
Law, or in any application made by him or, if no return has been filed or application made, then to 
such address as may be obtainable. The mailing of such notice shall be presumptive evidence of the 
receipt of the same by the person to whom addressed. Any period of time which is determined 
according to the provisions of this Local Law by the giving of notice shall commence to run from the 
date of mailing of such notice. 

(b) The provisions of the Civil Practice Law and Rules or any other law relative to 
limitations of time for the enforcement of a civil remedy shall not apply to any proceeding or action 
taken by the County to levy, appraise, assess, determine or enforce the collection of any tax or 
penalty provided by this Local Law. However, except in the case of a willfully false or fraudulent 
return with "intent to e·vade the tax, no assessment of additional tax shall be made after the expiration 
of more than three years from the date of the filing of a return; provided, however, that where no 
return has been filed as provided by law the tax may be assessed at any time. 

( c) Where, before the expiration of the period prescribed herein for the assessment of an 
additional tax, a taxpayer has consented in writing that such period be extended, the amount of such 
additional tax due may be determined at any time within such extended period. The period so 
extended may be further extended by subsequent consents in writing made before the expiration of 
the extended period. 

Section 23. Separability. 

If any provision of this Local Law, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance 
shall be held invalid, the remainder of this Local Law, and the application of such provisions to other 
persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 
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Section 24. Effective Date. 

This local law shall take effect upon filing in the office of the Secretary of State as provided 

by the Municipal Home Rule Law. The Hotel and Motel tax enacted herein shall remain in effect for 
a three (3) year period from May 1, 2015. Nothing contained in Tax Law § 1202-t Hotel or Motel 
Taxes in Niagara County shall prohibit the adoption and enactment of Local Laws pursuant to 
provisions of this section upon the expiration and any other Local Law adopted pursuant to this 
section. 
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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and 
strike out that which is not applicable.) 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. _4____ ______ of 20~ of 
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of _N_ia~g_a_ra__________________ was duly passed by the 
Niagara County Legislature on May 5 20 ~. in accordance with the applicable 
(Name of Legislative Body) 

provisions of law. 

2. {Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval by the Elective 
Chief Executive Officer*.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of20 __ of 

the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of ------------------- was duly passed by the 
______ 20 __ , and was (approved)(not approved) on 

(Name of Legislative Body) 

(repassed after disapproval) by the------------------- and was deemed duly adopted 
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) 

on 20[[], in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

3. {Final adoption by referendum.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ________ _ of20_' __ of 

the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the 

- ------------------- on ______ 20 __ , and was (approved)(not approved) 
(Name of Legislative Body) 

(repassed after disapproval) by the ____________________ on ____ 20 __ . 
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) 

Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative 
vote of a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(special)(annual) election held on ______ _ 

20 __ , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

4. {Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting referendum.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of 

the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the 

-------------------- on 20 _ _ , and was (approved)(not approved) 
(Name of Legislative Body) 

(repassed after disapproval) by the __________________ on _____ 20 _ _ . Such local 
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) 

law was subject to permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of------

20 __ , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there 
be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is 
vested with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. 
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5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 __ of 
the City of having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (36)(37) of 
the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting 
thereon at the (special)(general) election held on 20 __ , became operative. 

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 __ of 
the County of State of New York, having been submitted to the electors at the General Election of 
November 20 __ , pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having 
received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a majority of the 
qualified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative. 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.) 
I further certify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that the same is a 
correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted in the manner indicated in 
paragraph 1 above. ..--:--- / d 
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(Seal) 
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Cl of he c y legislative body, City, Town or Village Clerk or 
a ed I:> local legislative body 

Date: o/S-
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