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WBEREAS, it is the ·view of this Legislature that the Government of Niagara County should recover 
damages from those paiiies directly contributing to high costs to the taxpayers in the form of increased social 
services, policing, and other expenditures, so as to mitigate the impact of the same, and 

WHEREAS, this Legislature further notes that the abuse of both recreational and prescription drugs has 
led to a decline in quality of life and public safety, particularly for those residents located in communities 
particularly impacted by the presence of narcotics, and the documented surge in opia:te abuse throughout 
Western New York and America at large has notably impacted those communities, and 

WHEREAS, Napoli Shkolnik PLLC, 360 lexington Avenue, l1 1
h Floor, N.Y., N.Y. 10017, is a New 

York law firm with extensive experience in pharmaceutical litigation and a history of representing States, 
Counties, Cities and other municipalities across the Country, and 

WHEREAS, Napoli Shkolnik, PLLC presently represents Nassau County, the Cities of Lorain and 
Dayton, Ohio and the City of ofMancheter, New Hampshire as plaintiffs in opioid litigation, and 

WHEREAS, the defendants in the above opioid litigation .include Purdue, Pharma L.P.; Purdue Pharma 
Inc.; the ·Purdue Frederick Company, Inc.; Teva Phanrtaceuticals USA, Inc.; Cephalon, Inc.; Johnson & 
Johnson; Janssen Phaimaceuticals, Inc.; Janssen Pharmaceutica, Inc.n/k/a Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.; Ortho
McNeil-Janssen ·Pharmaceuticals, Inc. n/k/a Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.; Endo Health Solutions Endo 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc.; Allergan plc f/k/a Actavis plc; Actavis, Inc. f/k/a Watson Pharmaceuticals, Inc.; Watson 
Laboratories, Inc.; Actavis LLC; and Actavis Pharma, Inc. f/k/a Watson Pharma, Inc. (collectively, 
"Manufacturers" or "Defendants"); and McKesson Corporation, Cardinal Health Inc., Amerisource Dnig 
Corporation (Collectively, "Distributor Defendants" or "Defendants"), and 

WHEREAS, Napoli Shkolnik, PLLC has the requisite experience, staff and resources to pursue litigation 
against the above international pharmaceutical litigation and has agreed to represent the County of Niagai·a on 'a 
contingent fee basis without a fee unless a monetary recovery is acceptable to the County of Niagara and 
advance all costs associated with prosecuting the litigation, and 

WHEREAS, the contingent fee basis is 7.5% of pre-complaint recovery; 15% of recovery after ruling on 
motion to dismiss; 20% recovery after close of pretrial discovery; and 25% after ruling on summary judgment 
or trial, and 

WHEREAS, at the direction of the County Attorney, ·Claude A. Joerg, John J. Ottaviano, First Assistant 
County Attorney vetted Napoli Shkolnik, PLLC and the County Attorney recommended that the County employ 
their services to commence opioid litigation subject to the approval of the Opioid Addiction/Overdose Strategy ·· 
Implementation Standing Comniittee, and · 

WHEREAS, this Legislature must act to preserve both the financial wellbeing of the County of Niagai·a 
and to ensure the safety of its people, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Legislature of the County of Niagara does hereby direct the County Attorney's 
Office to research ongoing lawsuits against manufacturers of opiate-based pharmaceuticals, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this Legislature directs the County Attorney's Office to determine which 
pharmaceutical manufacturers have demonstrated culpability in manufacturing and promoting products that 
were not safe, per the complaint stated in the Nassau County lawsuit, and be it further . 
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RESOLVED, that this Legislature directs the County Attorney's Office to make recommendations as to 
whether the County of Niagara should join another multi-plaintiff suit, file our own individual lawsuit, take no 
action, or pursue some other legal strategy, and to report the same jointly to this Legislature and the Opioid 
Addiction/Overdose Strategy Implementation Standing Committee within 60 days of the enactment of this 
Resolution, and be it fuither 

RESOLVED, that this Legislature directs the Office of County Manager, the Mental Health Depmiment, 
the Health Depmtment, the Public Info1mation Office, the Depmiment of Social Services, the Niagara County 
Sheriffs Office, Niagara County Emergency Management, the Center for Economic Development, Real 
Property Services, and such other depmtments as may provide services, data, or knowledge pertinent to the 
pursuit of a lawsuit to provide the same upon request from the County Attorney,and be it fuither 

RESOLVED, that upon completion of the above tasks by the County Attorney's Office the County 
Attorney be and is hereby authorized to retain Napoli Shkolnik PLLC as Special Counsel pursuant to the above 
terms and conditions upon approval by the Opioid Addiction/Overdose Strategy Implementation Standing 
Committee. 

LEGISLATOR RANDY R. BRADT LEGISLATOR REBECCA J. WYDYSH 



NIAGARA COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

FROM: Legislators Rebecca J. Wydysh, DATE: 06/20/17 RESOLUTION# IL-068-17 
Randy R. Bradt , Clyde L. Burmaster 
and Wm. I<ei th McNall, et al. 

REVIEWE.D 
CO.MANAGER 

COMMITTEE ACTION LEGISLATIVE ACTION 
Approved: Ayes __ Abs. _ _ Noes _ _ 
Rejected: Ayes _ _ Abs. __ Noes _ _ 
Refe1Ted: ·------ ------

ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LA \V AUTHORIZING THE LEASE 
OF COUNTY OWNED PROPERTY [I.E. TROTT ACCESS CENTER TO NORTHJ>OJNTE] 

FOR A LEASE TERM IN EXCESS OF FIVE YEARS 

Whereas, the County Legislature recommends the adoption of the following Local Law: 

A Local Law for the County of Niagara authorizing the lease of county owned property [i.e. Trott access 
center to Northpointe] for a Lease Term In Excess of Five Years, and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on June 20, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. in the Legislative Chambers, 
Niagara County Courthouse, Lockpoti, New York, on said Local Law, and 

WHEREAS, - --- - ------ appeared to speak on sa:id Local Law, and 

WHEREAS, ______ amendment(s) was (were) made to said Local Law, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the County of Niagara adopts of the following Local Law: 

A Local Law authorizing the lease of County ptoperty no longer necessary for public use, that being an 
additional 5,327 square feet of space for a total of 9,165 sq. feet of space in the Trott Building to the 
Northpointe Council, Inc. for an initial five (5) year Lease Term, with the privilege of three [3] five [5] year 
rnnewals, for a maximum lease term of twenty [20] years, and 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the County of Niagara, New York, as follows: 

1. That the County of Niagara be allowed to lease certain real property described above inasmuch 
said property is no longer necessary for any County public use. 

2. That the County of Niagara is authorized to conduct private negotiations for the lease of said 
premises without public bidding. 

3. That said lease will be for a fair and adequate consideration subject to final approval by the 
Niagara County Legislature. 

4. That said consideration would be the initial annual rent of $122,811.00 per year by the tetiant 
Northpointe Council, Inc. 

5. That the said leasehold be restricted to allowing Northpointe Council, Inc. to utilize the real 
property and facilities thereon for the sole purpose of maintaining a methadone treatment center in 
Niagara County. 
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6. That Niagara County will may make alterations, additions or improvements to the premises for 
Northpointe Council, Inc. at the approximate cost of $200,000.00 prior to the occupancy by Northpointe 
Council, Inc. 

7. Any alterations, additions or improvements lo the premises under the leasehold shall revert to the 
County ofNiagan1 at the end of the Lease Term. 

8. That the chaimrnn of the Niagara County Legislature execute all documents necessary to 
effectuate such lease, including, but not limited to, contracts with Northpointe Council, Inc. and any 
governmental agency providing funding for any renovations or improvements to the facilities on said 
real property for the operation of a methadone treatment center, after review and approval by the County 
Attorney. 

9. That the property to be leased is described as follows: 

Real prope1ty located at the City of Niagara Falls, County of Niagara, state of New York, specifically a 
total of 9, 165 sq. feet of space in the Trott Building as more particularly described in the lease, and be it 
further 

LEGISLATOR REBECCA J. WYDYSH LEGISLATOR RANDY R. BRADT 

LEGISLATOR CLYDE L. BURMASTER LEGISLATOR WM. KEITH MCNALL 

LEGISLATORKATHRYN L. LANCE LEGISLATOR RICHARD L. ANDRES 

LEGISLATOR DAVID E. GODFREY LEGISLATOR Al~THONY J. NEMI 

LEGISLATOR WILLIAM J. COLLINS LEGISLATOR JOHN SYRACUSE 

LEGISLATOR MICHAEL A. HILL LEGISLATOR DENNIS F. VIRTUOSO 



LEGISLATOR MARK J. GROZIO 

LEGISLATOR JASON A. ZONA 

LEGISLATOR OWEN T. STEED 
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